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government to do nothing provocative, especially not to mobilize
its army reserves, and the Polish government acted accordingly.
Thus Paris and London might still faintly hope for peace.
How far the German leaders were astonished by the sudden
Anglo-French change of front will probably never be known. If, as
some have thought possible, there had been an Anglo-Gennan un-
derstanding that the Germans were to move against the Soviet,
then the masters of the Reich must have been furious at seeing that
understanding so promptly scrapped. In any case, Berlin continued
its anti-Polish agitation, began to mobilize, and answered the new
Anglo-French diplomacy by an equally sharp change of its own.
On August 23 the Reich and the Soviet published a mutual non-
aggression treaty which, as the immediate future was to show, in-
cluded a secret agreement partitioning Poland between the two.

The Soviet reasoning is clear. Indeed, Moscow is the one Euro-,
pean capital which pursued a direct course, considering solely its
own interests irrespective of what any other power might do. The
English and French might or might not in the long run prove
stronger than the Reich, but at any rate they were neither an imme-
diate threat nor a means of immediate profit Germany, on the
other hand, although a far more immediate threat than the West-
ern Powers, was offering a tangible acquisition: eastern Poland.
Whatever the future had in store, the Soviet frontier could be ad-
vanced westward by accepting this offer, and then events could be
awaited. Moreover, with Berlin nominally a friend and in any
event much occupied, further Soviet acquisitions at the expense of
little Finland and the still smaller Baltic states would be both easy
and safe.

Whether or not the Soviet might have been wiser to try to pre-
serve Poland as a buffer state against the Reich is another matter,
on which, perhaps, judgment is not yet possible.

In any case the agreement to partition Poland was the more easily
reached because Germans and Russians of all shades of political
thought agree in despising the Poles as inferior people whose place
is that of subjects.

After the publication of the treaty between Berlin and Moscow,
ooly an immediate and abject Polish surrender could have satisfied
tbe German leaders, When this was not forthcoming, in the small